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Press Release no. 13

Agriculture: Minister Catania unveils a multi-year plan for agricultural mechanization and restoring agrarian credit

A multi-year support plan for the purchase of agricultural machinery was the intention outlined by Minister for Agricultural and Forestry Policy Mario Catania who today, November 7th, inaugurated the 40th edition of EIMA International. He affirmed that in spite of the country’s ongoing problematic trend which does not allow the immediate application of a strong support plan, it is still possible to distribute a financial commitment over the years. Recalling that the average age of tractors in the Italian inventory is around 20 to 25 years, the minister said the renewal of this inventory is a very real and compelling issue. 

For this reason, Catania stressed, it is necessary to make better use of the funds available under Measure 121 in the European Union Rural Development Plans covering steps on agricultural mechanization but for which the actual use of these funds by the regions is not always applied. In some situations, the real spending of these funds comes to less than 10% of the potential. “Above all, the issues require the better use of this measure in upcoming planning to make certain that all the regions get organized in an optimum way,” the minister said. 

The spending of these RDP funds, however, often suffers doe to the difficult economic conditions which have lowered the investment capabilities of farming enterprises. For reviving the sector, according to Catania, it will be necessary to re-exam and rebuild the specific agrarian credit system over the coming two years. “We have to rethink the choice made years ago to cancel the specific agrarian credit system. This caused us to lose a functional lever with the banks which were able to evaluate the real conditions of farms, which had professional coordinates for maintaining correct relations with a farming enterprise and its parameters which are different from those of other enterprises on the market,” the minister concluded.  
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